Pembridge Hall School - Policy for Art and Design


Pembridge Hall School 

Policy for
Art and Design

POLICY FOR ART AND DESIGN

Document Purpose

This document reflects Pembridge Hall School’s values and philosophy in relation to the teaching and learning of Art and Design. It sets out a framework within which teaching and non‑teaching staff can work, and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment.

The policy should be read in conjunction with the school Scheme of Work, which has been adopted by the school and can be used as a springboard for teachers to formulate individual teaching methods within the school’s guidelines. Thus teachers can design a programme of activities that is responsive to their own and children’s skills and needs in Art and Design at that particular time.

Craft is included in the Art and Design Curriculum.

Audience
This document relates to pupils in the Foundation Stage/Reception years, Key Stages 1, and 2 at Pembridge Hall School.

This policy is intended for all teaching staff and staff with classroom responsibilities, the School Governors, parents, inspection teams and LEA/other Advisory Body Advisers/Inspectors.

This policy is a declaration of Pembridge Hall School’s policy towards the teaching of Art and Design and, as such, is available for any interested person. This policy document, after presentation to, and agreement by, the staff and Governing Body, is distributed to all teaching and non-teaching staff and the School Governors. Such distribution ensures the accessibility of the document to visiting teachers, for example Outreach/Support Staff and to parents. Extra copies are available from the Art Co-coordinator.

Philosophy

The purpose of Art and Design education is to give pupils the skills, concepts and knowledge necessary for them to express their responses to ideas and experiences in a visual or tactile form. It fires their imagination and is a fundamental means of personal expression.

While it is essentially a practical subject, Art should provide opportunities for reflection and, with increasing sensitivity, pupils should acquire the ability to make informed, critical responses to their own work and that of others.

There is great pleasure to be derived from Art and Design and, through deeper understanding. Pupils can gain access to cultural richness and diversity.
Subject Aims

Art and Design is included as a non-core Foundation subject within the National Curriculum. The aims of Art and Design are consistent with our school philosophy and take account of the legal requirements of the National Curriculum.

Art and Design aims to:

· stimulate children’s creativity and imagination by providing visual, tactile and sensory experiences

· help children explore the world at first hand, using all their senses and experimentation, and so gain knowledge and understanding of the world in which they live

· develop children’s understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and their ability to use materials and processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings

· inspire confidence, value and pleasure in art

· cultivate children’s aesthetic awareness and enable them to make informed judgments about art and become actively involved in shaping environments

· experiment with a variety of 2D and 3D processes, styles and techniques which enable children to express their own ideas, feelings, thoughts and experiences in a visual form

· develop children’s design capability

· Enhance children’s ability to value the contribution made by artists, craft workers and designers and respond critically and imaginatively to ideas, images and objects of many kinds and from many cultures.

The children undertake a balanced programme using the National Curriculum Scheme of work for Key Stages 1 and 2. The programme takes account of abilities, aptitudes and physical, emotional and intellectual development.

Through Art and Design, the children learn a range of skills, concepts, attitudes, techniques and methods of working.

Foundation Stage

At Pembridge Hall School, for the teaching of Art and Design, children in the Foundation Stage follow the Early Learning Goals for Creative Development, which can be found in the school’s Policy for the Foundation Years. 

During the Foundation Stage, young children should be given the opportunity to explore colour, texture, shape and form in two and three dimensions. The children should have access to a wide range of constructions, collage, painting and drawing activities, using appropriate tools and art materials. In order to tap their artistic potential, the children should be encouraged to develop their own creative ideas.

Key Stage 1

During Key Stage 1, Art and Design is about expanding children’s creativity and imagination through providing art, craft and design activities relating to the children’s own identity and experiences, to natural and manufactured objects and materials with which they are familiar, and the locality in which they live.

· Children will explore the visual, tactile and sensory qualities of materials and processes and begin to understand to use colour, shape and space, pattern and texture, to represent their own ideas and feelings.

· Children will focus on the work of artists, craftspeople and designers by asking and answering questions, such as: ‘What is it like?’ ‘What do I think about it?’

· To understand and apply their developing knowledge to their own work which will significantly enrich their experiences.

Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2, Art and Design is about fostering children’s creativity and imagination by building on their knowledge, skills and understanding of materials and processes, through providing more complex activities. Children’s experiences help them to understand the diverse roles and functions of Art and Design in the world around them.

· Children will improve their control of materials, tools and techniques and become more confident in using visual and tactile elements, materials and processes to communicate what they see, feel and think.

· Children will increase their critical awareness of the roles and purposes of Art in different times and cultures, by commenting on works and asking questions, such as: ‘What materials and processes were used to make it?’ ’What is this work about?’

Objectives

Teaching should ensure that investigating and making includes exploring, elaborating ideas, evaluating, and developing work. Knowledge and understanding should dictate the process.

	
	Key Stage 1
	Key Stage 2

	Exploring and developing ideas
	Pupils should be taught:

· to record from first-hand observation, experience and imagination and explore ideas

· To ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work and develop their ideas.
	Pupils should be taught:

· to record from experience and imagination, to select and record from first-hand observation and to explore ideas for different purposes

· to question and make thoughtful observations about starting points, and select ideas to use in their work

· To collect visual and other information to help develop ideas, including using sketchbooks.


	Investigating and making art, craft and design
	Pupils should be taught:

· to investigate the possibilities of a range of materials and processes

· to try out tools and techniques and apply these to materials and processes, including drawing

· To represent observations, ideas and feelings, and design and make images and artifacts.
	Pupils should be taught:

· to investigate and combine visual and tactile qualities of materials and processes and to match these qualities to the purpose of the work

· to apply their experience of materials and processes, including drawing, developing their control of tools and techniques

· To use a variety of methods and approaches to communicate observations, ideas and feelings, and to design and make images and artifacts.

	Evaluating and developing work
	Pupils should be taught:

· to review what they and others have done and say what they think and feel about it

· To identify what they might change in their current work or develop in the future.
	Pupils should be taught:

· to compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others’ work and say what they think and feel about them

· To adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might develop it further.

	Knowledge and understanding
	Pupils should be taught about:

· visual and tactile elements, including colour, pattern, texture, line, tone, shape, form and space; materials and processes used in making art, craft and design

· Differences and similarities in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers in different times and cultures.
	Pupils should be taught about:

· visual and tactile elements, including colour, pattern, texture, line, tone, shape, form and space and how these elements can be combined and organised for different purposes

· Materials and processes used in art, craft and design and how these can be matched to ideas and intentions; the roles and purposes of artists, crafts people and designers working in different times and cultures.


During each Key Stage, pupils should be taught knowledge, skills and understanding through:
· exploring a range of starting points for practical work

· working on their own and collaborating with others, on projects in two and three dimensions and on different scales

· using a range of materials and processes (including ICT)

· Investigating different kinds of art, craft and design (including work in the locality and in a variety of genres, styles and traditions).

Assessment, Record-keeping and Reporting
It is important in the assessment of Art and Design that consideration is given to the processes as well as the end product, to see whether the child has achieved the set objective. At Pembridge Hall we take this into consideration, while assessing in Art and Design, assessment takes place in the form of verbal reporting on individual achievement and progress during Parents Consultation evenings’ twice yearly.

See Policy for Assessment, Recording and Reporting for more information.

Equal Opportunities, Special Educational Needs & Gifted and Talented
All teaching and non-teaching staff at Pembridge Hall are responsible for ensuring that all pupils, irrespective of ability and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and opportunities to make the greatest progress possible in all areas of the curriculum while at our school. 

All teachers should be aware of the individual and differing needs of pupils, including those who are able or talented and those with physical, emotional and learning difficulties. Appropriate differentiation will be made to meet pupil’s needs, and the delivery of the curriculum will embrace a range of teaching and learning styles. 

In Art and Design it is important that all tasks set are broad enough to enable all pupils to feel a sense of achievement whilst also ensuring that the more able are challenged.

No pupil should be discriminated against in any way; all pupils must have equal access to all areas of the art Curriculum

Less able pupils

· Firstly to recognize which pupils are struggling and why. If necessary seek advice from HOD or SEN departments and other colleagues involved.

· Make positive suggestions. Adapt tasks to help develop strengths and play down weaknesses. Adopt strategies to improve weaker areas
· Encourage and praise to build confidence.

More able pupils (G&T)

· Able pupils need to recognized and supported.
· They will be particularly good at observation drawing and able to handle a variety of materials well.

· Naturally creative needing little stimulation, keen and interested beyond lessons and task set. E.g. constant use of sketchbooks, regular visits to galleries and exhibitions.

· Able to use initiative, willing to experiment and keen to explore new ideas.

· Articulate and able to form opinions and to discuss work, to evaluate and adapt.

· Praise and encouragement pupils to develop further
· Give extension work to stretch and develop them

The Role of the Co-Ordinator
The role of the Art Co-ordinator at Pembridge Hall School in the Lower school is
· Take the lead in policy development and the production of schemes of work designed to ensure progression and continuity throughout the school.

· Support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and implementation of the school scheme of work and in assessment and record keeping activities.

· Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for The Foundation Stage and Key stage 1 

The role of the Specialist Art Teacher at Pembridge Hall in the Upper School is

· Monitor progress in Art and Design within Pembridge Hall and advise the Head teacher on action needed. Evaluation is carried out to improve the teaching and learning of the subject within Pembridge Hall.

· Keep up-to-date with developments in Art and Design education and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate. This will include relevant documents and books the Co-ordinator believes may be beneficial to teachers, delivery of the curriculum as well as the passing on of knowledge gained during courses the Co-ordinator has attended. 

· Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for Key stage 2.
Resources and Accommodation

At Pembridge Hall School all Art and Design Resources and reference materials are located in several locations.

The current specialist materials, replacement materials and shared resources are stored centrally in:
· The basement Art cupboards for Foundation and Key Stage 1, one of which is locked and is for staff and support staff only, the key is kept with the lower school co-ordinator. Children should never have access to this cupboard.

· In each classroom there is a supply of frequently used art resources. 
· All Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 classrooms have general drawing, crayoning, and painting and craft materials. Disposable art materials are ordered by either the Art Co-ordinator or administration staff in the school office, on the recommendation of the Curriculum Team, using the funds allocated.

· In the two specialist art rooms (one in the Lower School and one in the Upper School) there is a fully stocked supply of art materials and equipment.

· In both building in allocated places, there is a resources room stocking display materials and equipment.

Collections are replaced constantly and requests are made to parents for junk materials, fabrics, and so on.

At Pembridge Hall an inventory of resources is kept, listing art materials and teachers’ resources. 

The teachers’ resources and reference materials are located in the school library with the exception of the LCP Files detailing QCA Schemes of Work and corresponding Flip Books of Visual Resources, these are kept in the appropriate Year Group Teacher’s classrooms or resource room.
The teachers and the Art and Design Curriculum Team review the use of resources, which are then purchased or replaced. Purchasing depends on the Art and Design budget allocated from the main school budget. 

Scheme of Work

In order to achieve our aims, Pembridge Hall organises Art and Design in Key Stages 1 and 2, into a combination of modules and topics as laid out in the School Scheme of Work, which is taken from the QCA Scheme of work for Art and Design. This Scheme of work is referred to as an Optional Scheme of work as the teacher’s at Pembridge Hall are able to follow it in full, or if necessary take individual units or combinations from it. This allows teacher’s at Pembridge Hall room to accommodate other appropriate areas of work in Art and Design if they so wish.  Within the Foundation Stage the planning and teaching of Art and Design is in accordance with the Early Learning Goals, a copy of which is included with the Schemes of Work. There are opportunities for single subject-study and integration into topic work where appropriate. Subject planning for Art and Design is completed termly and can be seen in teacher’s long-term planning grid, a copy of which is found in the Head’s Office as well as in weekly plans in the form of Medium Term Plans and daily teaching diaries.

Art and Design is taught by all class teachers in the Lower School. 
In the Lower school one member of the year group is designated as the Curriculum Co-ordinator who is assisted by the Art co-ordinator in planning.
Art and design is taught by the Art specialist teacher in the Upper school. Planning for Key Stage 2

Within the QCA scheme of work, which Pembridge Hall has modeled its own scheme on, there are six units provided in Key Stage 1 and twelve units for Key Stage 2. There is one extra generic unit – visiting a museum, gallery or site – which can be inserted at any point.

Examples of how the units in the QCA scheme can be organised into plans are found in the QCA Art and Design Scheme and Teacher’s Guide. This model can be used in full, or by taking individual units or combinations from it.

Within the Scheme of Work, learning activities are in sequence to ensure continuity and progression. They are taught through a combination of direct teaching, providing children with first-hand experience, use of teacher-prepared materials, other artists’ work, educational visits and resources such as TV and ICT.

In order to meet the demands of the Art and Design Curriculum, the children in Key Stage 2 in Pembridge Hall will use a sketchbook.

Sketchbooks are supplied to Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 continue to use their sketchbooks to in order to-
· work out ideas, plans and designs

· keeping a visual record of their observations made from a range of first-hand resources; this should be done on a regular basis

· recording, exploring and storing visual and other information, such as notes and selected materials, which can be used for reference

· an Ideas Book, in which the children explore their own ideas

· collecting materials, such as postcards, fabric designs and wrapping paper, which they feel could be an inspiration for their own work

Teachers and children can look back through the sketchbooks and reflect on the work, identifying progress. The sketchbooks can be used for homework and pupils can make sketches in their books as a preparation for a painting.

At Key Stage 1 and the Foundation Stage in Pembridge Hall, 1 hour a week is allocated to Art and Design within the timetable.  

At Key Stage 2, 1 Hour per week is allocated to Art and Design.

Art and ICT

In Pembridge Hall we believe that as well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school Curriculum, Art and Design contributes to the wider aims of Primary education.

Discussion is an important way for the children to develop understanding of their own and others’ work and different viewpoints and perspectives on the world that are represented in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers. With careful planning, Art and Design tasks can provide an opportunity for children to develop and apply their literacy skills, such as speaking and listening.

At Pembridge Hall we believe the use of ICT helps children’s learning in Art and Design, as it is a source of different equipment and tools to produce and manipulate images, and to play with ideas and possibilities for the creative use of materials and processes. Using the computer, images can be modified freely and rapidly creating a range of effects, for example to make Christmas cards in The Foundation Stage and photo manipulation in the Upper school. Technology such as the school digital camera is frequently used by teachers in all year groups to record children’s work and the processes they go through to create such pieces. This is also a useful way of displaying 3 -Dimensional pieces of work within the school. 

Extra Curricular Activities

At Pembridge Hall School the Art and Design curriculum is enhanced by additional school activities. These include:

· The Art Club which is held twice weekly in the specialist Art Rooms one for Key Stage 1 and one for key Stage 2.
· There is also an Advanced Art Club that caters for the more talented girls, to develop their style and technique. This is offered to a selected group of girls from year 5. They continue with the club in Year 6.
· Occasional inter-school, art competitions with all contributions displayed within the school.
· Contributions to local and National Art Competitions for schools throughout the year when appropriate.

· Children in The Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 and 2 have opportunities to be involved in making sets and props for annual school shows, such as Christmas Nativity and School Productions.

Health and Safety
In a practical activity such as art, it is not possible to remove all hazards and risks. At Pembridge Hall we believe the important consideration is that pupils should be carefully supervised, in rooms where active learning is well managed and where they can learn to work in appropriate ways. 

Other health and safety issues we take into consideration are:

· The children should be fully supervised, especially when using tools.

· All equipment should be stored safely when not in use, and returned to the correct store after a lesson.

· The children and staff should wear protective clothing when working with paint, glue, modelling clay or any other ‘messy’ craft activities.

· If using newspapers or magazines to protect tables, inappropriate articles or photographs should be concealed from the children.

· Correct procedures and techniques should be shown to children before using any tools, e.g. scissors, craft knives, glue guns
· No running in the Art Studio and all spillages are too wiped up immediately.

Evaluation
Evaluation is carried out to improve the teaching and learning of Art and Design at Pembridge Hall School.  All staff, teaching and non‑teaching, appraise the Curriculum provision made for Art and Design, in order that children make the greatest possible progress. However the Art and Design Curriculum Team together with the Assessment Co-ordinator, Deputy Head Teacher and Head Teacher undertake responsibility for evaluation.

Evaluation focuses on content, children’s progress and factors influencing progress, including organisation and methods, resources and their accommodation.

Staff evaluate the effectiveness of INSET and, if more is required, this is made available by the Co-ordinators.
Some assessment is continuous through observation and discussion of children’s work. Children are encouraged to consider their work objectively. For this to happen, it is important to have an open, supportive environment, children are encouraged to display work within the school.

At Pembridge Hall in the Lower School, each teacher keeps an Art and Design portfolio of work for their class. This contains an extensive selection of children’s work, so that teachers can find ideas and compare levels of ability. The portfolio can be found in each teacher’s room.

At Pembridge Hall in the Upper School, Specialist Art teacher keeps an Art and Design portfolio of work each girl. This contains an extensive selection of child’s work, so that it is possible to keep a record of the girl’s artistic development. The portfolio can be found in the Art Room.

To ensure a balanced curriculum is being taught at Pembridge Hall, a copy of each year group’s long-term plans is kept in the Head’s office and Medium Term Plans are photocopied for the Art and Design Co-ordinator.

Evaluation is discussed and reviewed whenever appropriate. The Co-ordinator considers any necessary changes or adaptations to the Policy. These are then discussed and agreed by all staff before the policy document is amended. Throughout the year all staff are encouraged to express their opinions to the Art and Design Curriculum Team. For example comment on how a particular topic is progressing, the work children are undertaking, the availability and suitability of resources, etc.
Policy for Display

Philosophy

At Pembridge Hall School, we aim to provide a lively, stimulating, exciting environment in which our children work and learn. In order to achieve this, the whole staff regards display to be of vital importance. Displays of any kind in and around the school buildings are of the highest standard at all times. The whole school teaching and non-teaching staff, children and parents are involved in the production of displays throughout the school.

Displays in school reflect a broad and balanced curriculum both in the classrooms and in the shared areas of the school such as the hall, entrance and corridors. Displays may show evidence of creative, linguistic, mathematical, scientific and technological work. Displays are child centered and reflect the achievements of the children at whatever level and as such, every child in school has the opportunity to have their own work displayed.

In The Lower School, displays in shared areas such as corridors, the main entrance and hall are sometimes those displays that have previously been in classroom areas. The teachers are responsible for these boards as well as the display boards in the Classroom.
In the Upper School, displays in shared areas such as corridors, the main entrance and hall displays the Artwork that the girls have completed in Art lessons are the responsibility of the Art Specialist. The teacher is responsible for the display boards in the Classroom.
What is displayed?
At Pembridge Hall, we believe displays should reflect what is in the teacher’s plans either for the current term or for a previous term. A balance of displays are created in classroom areas-  include displays that are informative, provide reference materials for the children, and are used as a teaching aid by staff as well as including a range of children’s work. Children are encouraged to participate in all aspects of displays and not simply fill in or colour outlines of work, which has been drawn by an adult. We aim to involve children in making choices about materials, colour and overall presentation of displays. Our displays challenge children to think by asking them a range of questions or giving them statements and comments to read so that the children interact with the displays.

Labeling Displays

Displays are a valuable source of information for visitors to Pembridge Hall, especially parents, and as much detail as possible about the work, which is or has been undertaken is included. This should include a title and the Artist, how and why the work was undertaken. This information may be included in a written explanation alongside the display or may be incorporated into the labeling of the display.

A range of clear, legible labels are used for display purposes, these include stencil lettering, cut out letters, computer print or handwritten labels in paint, felt tip, crayon or other mediums. Handwritten letters may be produced by an adult or child but are always in the handwriting style of the school.

Children’s work includes the child’s name and either their own age or the year group to which they belong. This enables the progression of work throughout the school to be seen.

Displaying Work

The majority of work is mounted – single or double – using paper of a high quality that has been accurately cut.  Work is put on display boards using blue tac or staples.

Written work wherever possible is placed at a height to enable children to read it. Displays are surrounded by boarders of various types where possible.

Further Information

Useful Documents and Resources

DfES/QCA
The National Curriculum: Handbook for Primary Teachers

in England 2000

DfES/QCA
Primary Schemes of Work (Key Stages 1 and 2):

Art and Design

DfES/QCA
Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage

Ref: QCA/00/587

NSEAD


www.nsead.org 





National Society for Education and Art and Design.





Online help and suggestions, specialist’s books

ArtsEdNet
www.artsednet.getty.edu


On line service developed by J Paul Getty trust. It focuses on 
helping arts educators, general classroom teachers, etc.

Arteducation
www.arteducation.co.uk


Over 600 pages of art lessons, art projects and ideas about 
teaching art.

National Gallery
www.Nationalgallery.org.uk


Houses a collection of European painting, covering every 
European school of painting from about 1260 to 1900.

National Portrait Gallery
www.npg.org.uk


Houses a collection of 10,000 works.

British Museum
www.british-museum.ac.uk


Information and resource packs and guides for teachers.

24 Hour Museum
www.24hourmuseum.org.uk


Provides public access to non-profit-making Museums, galleries and heritage attractions in the UK. Funded by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.

