PEMBRIDGE HALL

SCHOOL

DRAMA POLICY
Philosophy
Drama is the expression of ideas, feelings and human experience through movement, sound, visual image and the realisation of role.

Drama can teach valuable skills, such as self-awareness, empathy, cooperation and confidence.

The teaching of drama develops the creative, social, communication and physical skills of individual children.

Aims

Drama offers opportunities for students to


Become skilful and intelligent performers;


Develop their ideas in a creative way;

Develop positive attitudes to participation and group work;

Be able to speak clearly, fluently and confidently;

To perform with increasing physical confidence and control;

To learn to discuss and evaluate what they have done and seen.

Objectives
Key Stage 1 (Year 1 & 2)

Drama is an ideal subject for young children to experience and at Key Stage 1, it is invaluable as a means for developing communication skills, encouraging positive social interaction, increasing physical control and teaching children how to listen and respond appropriately.

The important aspect of drama with young children is that, when approached in a positive and focused manner, it can


Build confidence

Develop speaking and listening skills


Encourage positive group interaction


Increase the child’s self-awareness as part of their social circle


(Circle time and group work will develop the creative, social, communication and


physical skills of young children.

Drama with early years is structured around the activities which are already part of young children’s development; action rhymes and songs; follow-my-leader games; play and role-play; whole group mime, movement and voice activities.

It is essential that children at this stage of their development learn to listen and respond to instructions and many drama games contain this element as an implicit part of the activities.

Key Stage 1 (Years 3 – 6)

At Key Stage 2 communication skills will continue to develop.  Students will become more confident and will acquire more voice and movement skills.  Students will be assessed in independent work and group interaction.  Drama will facilitate creative expression and also make students aware and evaluate effective drama techniques.

Drama will encourage


The personal, social and educational development of Key Stage 2 children;


Students to be more confident and assertive;


Further development of language and communication skills;


Independent work, positive group interaction, negotiation skills;


Maintaining appropriate responses;


Further developing speaking and listening skills;


Facilitating creative expression


Form opinions and assess their work constructively

Teaching Emphasis

Drama will encourage every student to


Be confident to try new activities


Work effectively as part of a group or class


Speak clearly and audibly with confidence and control


Move with confidence, control and imagination

Extra Curricular Activities

There are two Drama clubs, which meet for one hour each week.  All students are encourages to participate in extra curricular activities and there are opportunities for individuals to be involved in the school productions.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Assessment of Drama is ongoing throughout the year.  Evaluation and assessment undertaken in Drama is mainly of a verbal nature, through a continuous process of observation.  Years 6, 5 & 4 will record and keep self-evaluations.  Key stage 2 students will receive written evaluations for each assessment.  Key stage 1 students will receive informal comments after each unit.  Each assessment will focus on a specific learning area and have assessment criteria so that judgements can be made.  Evaluations will be seen as an opportunity to promote learning rather than as a final judgement, it shows learners their strengths and suggests how they can develop further.  Formal reports are completed in the Spring and Summer Terms.

Equal Opportunities and Special Educational Needs

All teaching and non-teaching staff at Pembridge Hall are responsible for ensuring that all pupils irrespective of ability, ethnicity and social circumstances have access to the whole curriculum and the opportunity to make the greatest progress possible in all areas of the curriculum whilst at our school.
Resources

General resources for units of work are stored in the Drama Studio.  An inventory of all these resources is kept in the Drama folder.

It is recognised that the Internet is an invaluable tool for access to ideas and resources and a list of useful websites has been kept.

Health and Safety

The Drama teacher will always have the safety of the children at the forefront of her mind.  If the lesson is predominantly physical the students should warm up sufficiently before the lesson begins. Students should remove shoes and stockings before each lesson.  Students should be discouraged from running around in a boisterous manner, as accidents can be caused by children bumping into each other or falling over.  The students should always move in a controlled manner.
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