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Philosophy
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum and has a special place in the curriculum because all learning takes place through the use of language.  It is during a child’s primary education that the foundations of all aspects of English, both spoken and written are laid.

In the literate society in which we live an ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in written word and to read a wide range of different types of text is essential if children are to achieve their full potential throughout their school days and into their adult life.

Pembridge Hall views the acquisition of language and literacy skills to be of the utmost importance and therefore the teaching of all aspects of English will be given a high priority.

The following outlines the purpose, nature and management of reading, writing and spelling.  The policies reflect the consensus of opinion of the whole teaching staff and have the full agreement of the Senior Management Team.  The implementation of these policies is the responsibility of all teaching staff.

Aims

· We believe that the teaching of English should be an enjoyable experience from which all children derive pleasure and satisfaction.

· The teaching of English provides opportunities to develop a range of key skills including communication, working with others, thinking reasoning and problem solving.

Objectives

· To provide a stimulating, challenging and exciting literacy environment which fosters a positive attitude to all areas of English.

· To provide relevant and appropriate learning opportunities matched to children’s individual needs.

· To recognise and maximise all opportunities to draw language and literacy opportunities from cross-curricular activities.

· To plan for frequent opportunities to apply and use English in real life contexts.
· We will ensure high expectations, consistent approaches and good progression throughout the school.

Reading

The Nature of Reading

Competence in reading is the key to independent learning and therefore the teaching of reading is to be given high priority by all staff.

All teachers know that pupils become successful readers by learning to use a range of strategies to get at the meaning of the text.  This principle is at the heart of the National Curriculum for English and has formed the basis of successful teaching for many years.  The range of strategies can be depicted as a series of searchlights, each of which sheds light on the text.  Successful readers use as many of these strategies as possible.
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Therefore reading is a multi-strategy skill, to make sense of, and appreciate text.  It is not simply the decoding of marks on the page but involves the ability to read with understanding a wide range of texts including fiction, non-fiction, labels, captions, lists and print in the environment.
Success in reading has a direct effect upon progress in most other areas of the curriculum and motivation.

Implementation

Reading will be taught through individual and guided reading sessions.  A programme of phonics and word recognition development is taught in Kindergarten and Year 1.  Pupils will also have the opportunity to take part in independent reading using a text appropriate to their level.

As pupils gain fluency the forms of teaching should shift to emphasise advanced reading and composition skills at text level.

All pupils will be encouraged to develop an awareness of audience when they are reading aloud.  They will be given the opportunity to read to a variety of audiences, including younger children, their own class and the whole school during assembly and performances.

At all stages pupils will be given advice and guidance about books they could choose to read.  Older pupils will be encouraged to recommend books to others in the form of a book review.

Our main reading scheme is Oxford Reading Tree.  In such a large school it is necessary to have a good supply of resources and therefore there are other schemes used alongside e.g. Ginn 360, New Way and Soundstart.  There is a wide selection of ‘real’ reading books – group reading packs and individual copies.

The reading scheme gives pupils the opportunity to practice their developing reading skills with texts that have the appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure.  However, pupils will have access to a range of fiction and non-fiction books and will be encouraged to read for pleasure and information.

Specific Issues Related to Foundation Stage

From the very beginning we will establish the links between experience, speech and the written-down word.  Pupils will learn nursery rhymes, poems and songs and listen to stories with predictable and patterned language to build up vocabulary and to increase phonological awareness.

Picture books will be introduced to increase vocabulary and to teach pupils how to ‘story’.  They will listen to a wide range of stories and traditional tales and they will celebrate and share meaningful stories and rhymes with staff, helpers and one another.  Pupils will be made aware that print in the environment and in texts carries meaning.  In the early stages of reading pupils rely heavily on memory to retell stories and strategy will be encouraged.  Stories will be re-read to give opportunities to have a go at reading and to associate spoken and written word.  The Jolly Phonics is used to introduce letter sounds and names.

Specific Issues Related to SEN and Gifted & Talented Pupils

All pupils will be given the opportunity to read to the best of their ability and pupils on the SEN register will be given appropriate help and support.  In Key Stage 1, pupils receive extra support in the classrooms from a teaching assistant.  Those withdrawn for extra support from the SEN department include pupils with difficulty in learning to read and pupils for whom English is spoken as an additional language.

More able children will be challenged and motivated by greater differentiation of reading material.

Specific Issues Related to ICT

The computer will be used when appropriate to the development of reading skills.  Each class will have access to a tape recorder which may be used for story tapes or reading activities.

Specific Issues Related to Equal Opportunities

The books which our children read will be chosen carefully so that issues relating to equal opportunities are handled sensitively.  We will ensure that the books and literature available represent different gender and races.

Parental Involvement

Evidence continues to show that when home and school develop positive and supportive partnerships, all three parties, teachers, parents and pupils stand to benefit.  Therefore, the support and encouragement of parents will be sought and valued.

Parents will be helped to see that they play a vital role in their child’s reading development.  School will suggest ways in which parents can encourage reading and children will have books to take home and reading games to share.

Parents will be encouraged to comment on their child’s reading development at home through a reading record.

Assessment

Pupils will be encouraged to reflect on their own progress as readers.  A weekly reading record is filled in at home and regularly checked by class teachers.

Pupils’ progress in reading is monitored by standardised tests such as Salford, NFER and PIPS.  Each term from KS1, pupils will be tested using the Salford reading test.  Furthermore ‘PM Benchmark’ is used for assessment on a running record basis.  

Key Stage 2 pupils are given a biannual NFER test which predominately focuses upon their decoding skills.  Children’s understanding of the text is monitored through bi-annual comprehension testing.

Writing
The Nature of Writing
A child’s ability to communicate in writing affects performance in most other areas of the curriculum.  
Writing is closely related to reading and the two activities complement each other.  At Pembridge Hall we ensure that pupils cover a range of writing genres; nevertheless in years 5 and 6, there is increasing emphasis upon producing descriptive writing in preparation for Common Entrance and 11+ examinations.
Each of the searchlights for reading also needs to be used for writing (see reading section).  The context of pupil’s reading (i.e. the texts), gives structures, themes and purposes for much of their writing, while the focused teaching of spelling and grammar lessons contribute to the organisation and accuracy of their writing.

Pupils need to understand from an early stage that much of their writing will be read by other people and therefore needs to be accurate, legible and set out in an appropriate way.  It is important that pupils learn to write independently from an early stage.

During Foundation Stage and KS1 the teaching of phonics, spelling and handwriting compliments this process and should be used systematically to support writing and build up accuracy and speed.  It is essential that pupils are taught correct letter formation from the outset and errors are picked up and corrected early so that they do no hamper pupil’s progress. (Please handwriting policy).
Throughout KS2 there is progressive emphasis on the skills of planning, drafting, revising, proof reading and the presentation of writing.  As well as, pupils also need to continue to learn autonomous strategies for spelling and correcting mistakes.

Opportunities are provided for collaborative writing.

Implementation
Throughout the school, children will be given the opportunity to draft and re-draft their written work.  Key Stage 1 children will do this in the context of discussion with their teacher during shared and guided writing sessions.  KS2 children will be given frequent opportunities to be involved in the whole writing process of planning, drafting, redrafting and presentation.

Children will be taught how to structure stories and how to interest the reader by using a rich vocabulary.  

In the context of cross-curricular work children will be shown how to write reports, accounts of experiments, instructions, records of observations and descriptions.

The content of writing will be valued.  The correct use of punctuation will be taught but will not dominate the marking process.

Children will be given as many ‘real’ reasons for writing as possible.  They will write to children in other schools, thank you letters and letters home and be involved in the writing lists and captions for display in the classroom and school.

Children will write for a range of audiences.  They will be given opportunities to read their written work to the class and to the whole school in assembly.

Children will be encouraged from the earliest stages to write independently and they will be shown how to find spelling for unknown words in dictionaries and word banks.

Cross-Curricular Opportunities

Cross-curricular opportunities will be used wherever possible to provide real purposes and audiences for writing as indicated below:

Science – recording their observations and investigations.

History – writing in response to pictures and artefacts and being encouraged to empathise with the people of the past.

Geography – writing descriptions of people and places and showing an understanding of different ways of life.  Labelling maps and diagrams.
Art and music – describing art works and music from different times and cultures.

RE – writing accounts of the religious beliefs and experiences of people from different faiths.

Specific Issues Related to Foundation Stage

Writing will be encouraged in the context of structured play.  Children will be given opportunities to ‘write’ shopping lists, telephone messages, appointments and instructions in the role-play area.

Staff will act as scribes so that children are enabled to express their thoughts and ideas in writing before they have developed spelling and handwriting skills.

Specific Issues Related to SEN and Gifted & Talented Pupils

All children will be given the opportunity to write to the best of their ability and their work will be valued and built upon.  Children will be helped by an adult or a more able pupil to compose at greater length than they would manage alone.  Collaborative writing will be encouraged, sometimes in mixed ability groups.

The class teacher will also aim to identify those children who may be gifted in English and provide them with appropriate learning opportunities.

Specific Issues Related to ICT

Whenever possible the computer will be used for drafting and editing writing.

By the end of KS2 children will be able to use a computer for word processing and store their work in organised files.

The tape recorder will be used to record interviews which will be transcribed later e.g. for a class newspaper.

Writing Assessment

Pupils’ progress in writing will be regularly monitored and fed back to pupils orally and by comments in books.  Teachers will write comments for future progression in the children’s books to extend their work further.  

Formative assessment is mostly carried out informally by teachers in the course of their teaching.  For example, individual discussions with the teacher in which children are encouraged to appraise their work and progress.

Development is checked by standardised tests such as PIPS. Key Stage 1 formally level children’s independent writing biannually. 
 In Key Stage 2, pupils are formally tested in comprehension and writing biannually.  In the first term of Year 6 pupils are given fortnightly tests – previous 11+ papers are provided to give pupils the confidence and experience at tackling a range of papers.

Pupil’s tests papers are filed in their individual assessment folder to monitor progress.
Spelling

The Nature of Spelling

Children pass through developmental stages – pre-communicative, pre-phonetic, phonetic, transitional and correct – on the way to becoming competent, independent spellers.

The English spelling system is complex in nature and therefore having a phonological awareness is necessary but not sufficient for the correct spelling of many English words.  Children need to be taught appropriate spelling strategies, relevant to the developmental stage which they have reached.

Children need to understand how our history and other languages have influenced our spelling.

Children need to be helped to understand how the English spelling system works.

Resources
Pembridge Hall will make considerable efforts to teach children spelling strategies so they will develop as competent independent spellers and writers.  KS1 follow the National Literacy Framework’s spelling bank. Key Stage 2 uses the Nelson Spelling Scheme and the National Literacy Framework Spelling Banks.  Regular learning of spelling lists are encouraged and allocated according to ability groups.  Spelling is developed through proofreading and the marking of work.  Dictionaries and thesaurus use are encouraged.
Implementation
The children will undertake work related to the objectives for spelling each week.  They will be encouraged to write independently with Kindergarten children writing as much of the word as they can manage.

The teaching of spelling and handwriting will be closely linked so that the spelling of some letter strings will become automatic.

Children will be asked to write out spelling corrections 3 times.

Children will be taught to use dictionaries and spell checkers on the computer to gain access to the correct spelling of words.

Children will be given opportunities for presenting written work for display so they will see the need for correct spelling.

Children will be taught to learn spellings by the ‘look, cover, write, check’ technique.

Children will be encouraged to identify their own spelling errors.

Children will be encouraged to develop an interest in words and look for words within words.

Children will be taught to look for common letter strings.

Specific Issues Related to Foundation Stage

Early attempts to communicate in writing will be valued and built upon.

From the earliest stages, young children will be encouraged to develop strategies for spelling unknown words.  Emphasis will be placed on the correct spelling of words from the first days in Kindergarten.

Children will be given plenty of exposure to rhymes.

Attention will be drawn constantly to environmental print and to familiar letters, words and words within words.

Specific Issues Related to ICT

The use of spell checkers will be encouraged whenever appropriate.

Computer spelling games will be used to reinforce the learning of spellings and to make the task more enjoyable.

Parental Involvement

Parents will be asked to help children learn spellings and they will be informed of the ‘look, learn, cover, write, check’ strategy.
Resources

Children will have access to dictionaries, wordbooks and word banks.

Assessment
  Phonic sound testing and spelling testing is ongoing in KS 1.  In KS2, at the beginning and end of each academic year, pupils will be tested upon a selection of words from the National Literacy Word bank, which is appropriate to their age range.  Furthermore, the children also undertake weekly tests and the results go home.
Reporting to Parents

This is achieved on a termly basis through interviews and bi-annually through a written report.  Reporting in English focuses on the child’s progress in all areas of the curriculum.
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