Pembridge Hall School

Language Policy

Philosophy

The learning of a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for all pupils. Pupils develop communication and literacy skills that lay the foundation for future language learning. They develop linguistic competence, extend their knowledge of how language works and explore differences and similarities between foreign language and English.

Learning another language raises awareness of a multi-cultural world and introduces an international dimension to pupils’ learning, giving them an insight into their own culture and those of others. It provides a medium for cross-curricular link and for the reinforcement of knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other subjects.

Languages contribute to the cultural and linguistic richness of our society, to personal fulfilment, mutual understanding, commercial success and international trade and global citizenship.

Aims
French is non-core foundation subject within the National Curriculum

The broad aim of early foreign language learning can be set out under three main categories of development of communicative/linguistic skills, of social/cultural

awareness and of learning skills.

When teaching French, we aim 

· to develop in each child the ability to communicate in the Foreign Language at an appropriate level.

· to enable each child to use the language creatively and effectively

· to develop an awareness and the basic understanding of the nature and process of learning a Foreign Language.

· to encourage children to work co-operatively with each other.

· to enable children to see a purpose in learning a Foreign language

· to develop an interest in a positive attitude towards different countries/culture

· to promote and foster enthusiasm for learning a Foreign Language

· to develop ability to find out for themselves

· to promote learning skills of a more general application

· to develop the confidence and ability to speak in front of different audiences.

· to develop ICT capability

· to facilitate the transition from primary to secondary.

· to introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun;

· to encourage and make young children aware that language has structure, and that the structure differs from one language to another;

to develop their speaking and listening skills

· to lay the foundations for future study.

stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language;

extend language teaching beyond mother tongue learning.

· Objectives

Key Stage 1

· To involve pupils in active learning through games role-play, mime, pair work, action songs, making and doing;
· To develop confidence in listening skills and ability to listen attentively through a progressive re-education of the ear to hear new sounds, vowel and consonant clusters, rhythms and intonation;
· To develop a sense of fun, but also real accuracy in speaking skills by providing intensive practice and repetition through games, comptines, tongue twisters, songs, chants, raps; 
· To help children progressively to match sounds to the printed word by encouraging from an early stage simple labelling, word and picture matching;
· To provide the learner with a real sense of achievement by building in regular short-term goals: simple graded objectives in speaking and listening which are easily accessible to all;
· To develop the learners’ self-confidence in speaking the new language by encountering them to use it at every opportunity in class and out-to their classmates, their teacher the head teacher, visitors, parents and in public performances.
Key Stage 2

· To develop the children’s ability to find out new words and facts for themselves by reference to dictionaries, reference books, other adults and IT;
· To provide constant revision and reinforcement opportunities for children of all abilities through regular use of IT and other media: computer software, video and audio cassettes, board and card games, school links abroad, pen friend correspondence;
· To create a classroom and a whole-school environment where the use of the foreign language for normal everyday communication is obviously valued through the use of bilingual labelling around the school, display in the corridors, performance in assemblies, school concerts, parents’ open days.
· The children are taught how to:
· ask and answer questions;
· use correct pronunciation and grammar;
· memorise words;
· interpret meaning;
· understand basic grammar;
· use dictionaries;
· work in pairs and groups and communicate in French;
· look at life in another culture.
 

Links with other subjects

Learning another language presents opportunities for the reinforcement of knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other curriculum areas.
These opportunities can be exploited through: 

aspects of English such as speaking and listening skills, knowledge and understanding of grammatical structures and sentence construction

aspects of mathematics such as counting, calculations, money, the time and the date

songs, alphabet, poems, rhymes and stories in other languages.

International or multi-cultural work, for example celebration of festivals, storytelling

using ICT and animation, for example  e-mail with schools abroad, materials from the internet and satellite television.

Geographical and historical work relating to other countries.

Assessment, record keeping and reporting

Key Stage 1

           The child’s progress is assessed by continual teacher observation. We assess the children in order to ensure that they make good progress in this subject. This is done informally during the lessons in order to evaluate what the children have learned. Assessment is in.:

· listening and responding;

Key Stage 2

There is a continuous assessment and tests are carried out from years 4 to 6.

The format is designed to be appealing to the child and not a formal “exam”. Individual assessments are made at all stages throughout the course to ensure topic vocabulary has been learnt.

assessment is in four key areas:

· listening and responding;

· speaking;

· reading and responding;

· Writing

For years 5 and 6 there is a formal assessment after every two modules.

Self-assessment by pupils with the “I can sheet.” The pupils will see what they have achieved.

Feedback to pupils about their own progress in French is achieved through the effective marking of work.

Reporting back to parents is done verbally at parent’s evening and in written reports that are sent out in the autumn and summer term.

Equal opportunities & Special Educational Needs

All teaching and non-teaching staff at Pembridge Hall are responsible for ensuring that all pupils, irrespective of ability and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and opportunities to make the greatest progress possible in all areas of the curriculum while at our school.

All teachers should be aware of the individual and differing needs of pupils, including those who are able or talented and those with physical, emotional and learning difficulties.

Appropriate differentiation will be made to meet pupils’ needs and the delivery of the curriculum will embrace a range of teaching and learning styles.

In the early stage of language learning “La jolie Ronde” offers some flexibility and step-by-step, to build the children’s confidence in the four skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.

For many tasks there is a differentiation by outcome, there is also flexibility and a range of follow-up activities suggested, to allow for differentiation in written and reading tasks. High achieving children can be given extension activities using the language creatively for themselves. There is an opportunity for success at every level.

At Key stage 2  “Salut” workbooks supports lower achievers with the careful structuring of the exercises and its emphasis on progression. Some exercises are specifically intended to practice basic literacy skills such as putting items in alphabetical order, or recognising word “shapes”.

The gifted and talented students are given a more open ended tasks and problem solving activities. They will also have the opportunity to debate about current issues, making a point and giving their opinions as a member of the French debating society. 

Role of the coordinator

The role of the coordinator is to 

·  take the lead in policy development and the production of schemes of work designed  ensure progression and continuity in French throughout the school

·  support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and implementation of the scheme of work and in assessment and record keeping activities.

·  monitor progress in French and advise the headteacher on action needed. 

· Evaluation is carried out to improve the teaching and learning of French within Pembridge Hall.

Evaluation can be under a number of methods including: the assessment of pupils’ work and achievements; the analysis of teachers’ planning; discussion amongst groups of staff or all staff; classroom observation, and external inspection and advice.

·  take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for French.

·  keep up-to-date with developments in French education and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate.

List of resources

See appendix

ICT

ICT help pupils improve their knowledge of French and develop their ICT skills at the same time. 

Some of the activities include;

· Recording an interview

· Creating web pages

· Creating a multi-media presentation.

The pupils will develop different areas by using; 
· Word processors and web pages

· Desk Top Publishing

· Graphics

· General functions such as cut and paste creating a poster or brochure

· PowerPoint

· Digital and video cameras

Scheme of work

           At Pembridge Hall we base the teaching on the guidance material in the QCA

           scheme of work for modern foreign languages (march 2006). We have adapted this to the context of our school and the abilities of our children. 

See appendix

Extra Curricular Activities

In order to give the children an enjoyable and successful first time experience of foreign language learning, I created the “Zoom” French Video Club.

At Pembridge Hall we give the children the opportunity to use French by engaging their imagination and creativity. Everyone is encouraged to use digital cameras and camcorders, which can be very motivating. The repetitive “CUT/ACTION” reinforces language learning; at the same time there is plenty of scope for creative input on the part of the children.  They will make a short film while they familiarise themselves with a story, zooming in and out of scenes.

The girls will learn the skills of filmmaking by taking on the role of director cameramen and editor. They can also learn about technology through the use of video cameras and computers. 

The short film is very visual and easy for an audience to follow.

Children of all abilities achieve a immense sense of success.

They will also have the opportunity to use the computers and maximise opportunities to consolidate the language in a non-threatening environment with opportunities for school links. Softwares such as Départ 1, 2, 3, Le petit pont, Espresso and education city ensure good progression and Websites such as www.bbc.co.uk/french    and  www.momes.net  to name but a few enhance children’s awareness of French .

Health and safety

See school policy on school visits and off-site visits.

Homework

Homework is introduced in year four. Homework is for 15-20 minutes.

The pupils will work in workbooks. They will reinforce vocabulary already completed orally. It includes

· Worksheets, designing and labelling.

· Project work related to French culture and custom.

Refer to homework policy
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