PEMBRIDGE HALL

GEOGRAPHY POLICY
PHILOSOPHY

Geography is an essential part of the curriculum.  It contributes to the cultural, social, spiritual and moral life of the children as they acquire knowledge of a range of different cultures and traditions, and learn tolerance and understanding of other people and environments.

Geography is the subject in which pupils learn the skills of understanding a locality and how and where people fit into its overall structure.

Developing geographical skills is essential as children live in a world that is wide open to them.  With opportunities to travel and work in different cities and countries across the world, pupils need to use efficiently maps, charts and other geographical data.  Opportunities for the children to carry out geographical enquiry are also of value

The teaching of geography would be difficult without acknowledging the increasing alarm felt by environmentalists about the future of our planet.  Our Geography Curriculum places great importance on the interaction between the physical environment and the human environment.   Many areas of study give opportunities to make the children aware of these effects upon their surroundings, their own responsibilities and how they can contribute to improving the environment, however small their contribution may be.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the QCA scheme of work which can be used as a springboard to develop individual teachers’ ideas in a personal way.  This should enable teachers to design a programme of activities that takes account of their own and the children’s skills and needs, in Geography at any particular time.

AIMS

Geography is non-core Foundation subject within the National Curriculum.  The aims of teaching Geography at Pembridge Hall are consistent with our school Philosophy and take account of the legal requirements of the National Curriculum.

When teaching Geography, we aim to

· Provide a Geography Curriculum that is interesting, broad, balanced, 

relevant and differentiated.
· Enable children to acquire key skills which help learners to improve their learning and performance in education, work and life, notably ‘enquiry skills’. These skills enable children to ask relevant questions, to pose and define problems, to plan what to do and how to research, to predict outcomes and anticipate consequences, and to test conclusions and improve ideas.

· Enable children to develop their knowledge and understanding of the 

world in which they live through investigation of that world.

· Gain a perspective in which children can place local, national and 

international events.

· Recognise important geographical patterns and relationships in different activities.

· Develop a range of skills needed to carry out geographical enquiry and interpret data.

· Measure the progressive development of geographical concepts, knowledge, skills and aptitudes.

· Enable children to work geographically in a range of appropriate contexts, using a variety of materials and equipment.

· Promote positive attitudes towards, and enthusiasm for, geographical work in schools.

· Gain an understanding of the processes that have produced patterns and variety on the Earth’s surface and those processes that can bring about change.

· Become acquainted with a variety of maps including large-scale local maps and to be able to apply skills of map reading and interpretation to globes and atlas maps, and to identify geographical features.

Work in Geography follows the requirements of the National Curriculum Programmes of Study and the Level Descriptions.  The Geography is divided into Key Stages and organised into levels of increasing challenge and acquisition of geographical skills.

OBJECTIVES

Key Stage 1 pupils should be able:

· To acquire knowledge of the range of the places and themes required by the Programmes of Study, including their immediate locality and a locality further afield.

· To recognise, describe and compare places and geographical features.

· To recognise changes in the environment and how it could be improved and sustained.

· To offer their own explanations for places and geographical features

· To express and justify their personal preferences about features of places.

· To develop and use appropriate geographical skills to investigate places and themes.

Key Stage 2 pupils should be capable of:

· Acquiring knowledge of a range of places and themes at local and international level, including a locality in a country that is less developed economically.

· Describing and offering explanation of the characteristics of places and their similarities and differences.

· Identifying, describing and offering explanations for physical and human processes

· Appreciating the relationships between people and their environment, and describing and offering explanations for the way in which environments can be managed.

· Applying geographical knowledge and understanding learned in one context to other studies in another context.

· Develop and using appropriate geographical skills to investigate aspects of local and more distant physical and human environments.

· Undertaking geographical enquiry with an emphasis on collecting and recording evidence and analysing data.  At Pembridge Hall we recognise the importance of geographical enquiry.

ASSESSMENT, RECORD KEEPING AND REPORTING 

The children undertake a balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes, physical, emotional and intellectual development.  

At Pembridge Hall, children will be assessed at the beginning and end of each subject to assess the knowledge gained.

At Pembridge Hall, in the Upper School, each child will sit a yearly Humanities Exam.  The exam will be written in consultation with the Geography co-ordinator and will be based on work covered by children throughout the year.  The results of the exam will be sent on to the next class teacher in the ‘Green File’.

Monitoring of books takes place throughout the year.
A formal written report will be sent home to the parents twice a year.

GIFTED AND TALENTED


Any child who has been identified as falling in to this category must have access to extension work with in the subject and will be encouraged to extend their own learning through ‘The Interactive Learning Approach’.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

· All teaching and non-teaching staff at Pembridge Hall are responsible for ensuring that all pupils, irrespective of ability, ethnic origin and social circumstances have access to the whole curriculum and the opportunity to make the greatest progress possible in all areas of the curriculum while at our school.

· All teachers should be aware of the individual and differing needs of pupils, including those who are able or talented and those with emotional and learning difficulties.

· Appropriate differentiation will be made to meet pupils’ needs and the delivery of the curriculum will embrace a range of teaching and learning styles.

THE ROLE OF THE GEOGRAPHY COORDINATOR is to 

· take the lead in policy development and the production of schemes of work designed to ensure progression and continuity in Geography throughout the school

· Support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and implementation of the scheme of work and in assessment and record keeping activities.

· Monitor progress in Geography and advise the head teacher on action needed

· Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for Geography

· Keep up to date with development in Geography education and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate.

GEOGRAPHY RESOURCES

Resources for each unit to be taught will be found in the appropriate year group classrooms.

The school library will also have an extensive selection of geography books.

See File in ‘Teacher’s information’, ‘Humanities’ for list of resources found in each classroom.

GEOGRAPHY AND ICT

Geography is uniquely placed to enhance and be enhanced by ICT; the potential benefits to both are readily apparent.

‘Geography offers varied contexts in which children can learn, develop and apply ICT skills and concepts in parallel with their developing Knowledge and understanding of their subject.’ (QCA)

Throughout Pembridge Hall’s Geography Scheme of Work we have planned for ICT to be used, including the use of the Internet, digital video and digital still cameras.

SCHEME OF WORK

Pembridge Hall uses the QCA to aid planning.

See appendix B

HEALTH AND SAFETY

See School Policy on School Visits or Off-Site Visits.

APPENDIX A LOWER SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY SCHEME OF WORK

	Kindergarten
	People Who Help in the Community’ and other related activities that are based on first hand experience that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, prediction, critical thinking, decision making and discussion
	Activities that are based on first hand experience that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, prediction, critical thinking, decision making and discussion

	Year 1
	Our Local Area

Around our school – the local area

How can we make our local area safer?

E.g. Road crossing

Look at route to church

Create and use map of roads crossed or parking outside school
	Around the World

Where in the world is Barnaby Bear?  This unit uses a first-hand object to enable children to learn about other countries and places

	Year 2
	An Island Home

Using storybooks based on a fictional Scottish Island to develop children’s understanding of geographical features and ideas while at the same time developing their literacy skills
	Mexico.

This unit introduces a distant locality through aspects of life that will be familiar to children such as housing, cooking and going to school.


These units will be covered intensely during a three/four week period. 

APPENDIX B – UPPER SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY SCHEME OF WORK
	Year Group
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	3
	Continents, Europe and UK
	Climates around the world
	Kenya – comparing localities

Contrasting a locality in Africa 

	4
	Improving the environment
	Village settlers
	A village in India

	5
	Water
	Rivers
	Map Skills and a residential stay including fieldwork.

	6
	The mountain

Environment
	Coasts
	Environmental issues

Local traffic/Congestion charge

How do we improve Notting Hill Gate?

Say No to the Third Runway?


All year groups should also cover Unit 16 What’s in the News? and Unit 25 Geography in Number, throughout the year.

Also available for those who would like to do an extra topic are the following:

Unit 18, Connecting ourselves to the World and Unit 19, How and where do we spend our time?
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