Pembridge Hall History Policy

Introduction

This document provides a framework for the teaching of History at Pembridge Hall School.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the QCA scheme of work which can be used as a springboard to develop individual teachers’ ideas in a personal way.  This should enable teachers to design a programme of activities that takes account of their own and the children’s skills and needs, in History at any particular time.

Philosophy

History is an essential part of the primary curriculum and its teaching should fire children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and The World.  However, its fundamental concern is the understanding of human conditions – social, political and cultural, set in the context of time and illuminating the world, as it exists at present.

Aims

To fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for History in providing a scheme that is broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated.

To enable children to acquire key skills which help learners to improve their learning and performance in education, work and life, notably ‘enquiry skills’. These skills enable children to ask relevant questions, to pose and define problems, to plan what to do and how to research, to predict outcomes and anticipate consequences, and to test conclusions and improve ideas.

Introduction

At all key stages, pupils learn, practise, combine, develop and refine a wide range of skills in their work across the National Curriculum. Some of these skills are subject specific (painting in art and design), some are common to several subjects (enquiry skills in science, history and geography).

Some skills are universal, for example the skills of communication, improving own learning and performance, and creative thinking. These skills are also embedded in the subjects of the National Curriculum and are essential to effective learning.

Opportunities for teaching and learning all these skills across the key stages can be identified when planning. Pupils can be encouraged to reflect on what and on how they learn, and how these skills can be applied to different subjects, different problems and real-life situations.

 

To develop children’s sense of their own identity, through learning about the development of Britain, Europe and The World.

To increase children’s knowledge and understanding of past and present cultures of other countries.

To teach history through a variety of activities, such as speaking and listening, reading and writing, drawing, drama, model making and investigation.

To encourage children to consider aspects of life from varying perspectives

Where possible children should have access to primary and secondary sources through museum visits, visits to historical sites, speakers and videos, to enrich the content of the lessons and to extend understanding.

Children will be encouraged to develop an understanding of and interest in the past, which will hopefully continue past their primary years.

Objectives

To ensure that History permeates into other areas of the curriculum, such as Art, English, ICT and Drama.

To develop an understanding of chronology and to place people, objects, events and changes into correct periods of time.

To ask and answer questions and select relevant information from a variety of sources.

To use common words, phrases and dates relating to the passing of time.

To recognise why people did things, why events happened and the results.

To identify differences between ways of life at different times and in different places, and to recognise the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of societies.

To recognise characteristic features of periods and societies studied, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children.

To identify different ways in which the past is represented and give reasons for different representations and interpretations of the past.

To conduct research using a variety of resources including ICT based research.

To communicate knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways, using dates and historical terms.

Assessment

Children should be observed and assessed informally by teachers as often as possible when engaging in history-based activities.

Lower School

A child-led assessment is carried out at the start and end of each topic.

Upper School

A History exam takes place at the end of each academic year.

Monitoring of books takes place throughout the year 
A formal written report will be sent home to the parents twice a year.

Gifted and Talented

Any child who has been identified as falling in to this category must have access to extension work with in the subject and will be encouraged to extend their own learning through ‘The Interactive Learning Approach’.

Equal Opportunities

All teaching and non-teaching staff at Pembridge Hall are responsible for ensuring that all pupils, irrespective of ability, ethnic origin and social circumstances have access to the whole curriculum and the opportunity to make the greatest progress possible in all areas of the curriculum while at our school.

All teachers should be aware of the individual and differing needs of pupils, including those who are able or talented and those with emotional and learning difficulties.

Appropriate differentiation will be made to meet pupils’ needs and the delivery of the curriculum will embrace a range of teaching and learning styles.

History Resources

See File in ‘Teacher’s information’, ‘Humanities’ for list of resources found in each classroom/Resource Room.

Upper School

Resources for each unit to be taught can be found in the appropriate year group classrooms. 
Lower School

Resources can be found in topic boxes in the year group cupboards in the Lower School Resource Room. 

The school library also has an extensive selection of History books and videos.

History and ICT

Throughout Pembridge Hall’s History Scheme of Work we have planned for ICT to be used including the use of the internet, digital video and digital still cameras.

History offers varied contexts in which children can learn, develop and apply ICT skills and concepts in parallel with their developing knowledge and understanding of their subject.

For example, ICT can help pupils:

· access historical sources and critically evaluate them 

· classify information, and organise and communicate ideas effectively 

· focus directly on the different characteristics of sources 

· handle data 

· use the internet and multimedia resources to access historical sources 

· use the internet and multimedia applications to present and communicate ideas 

· use e-mail to exchange views and ideas with their counterparts in other schools or in different countries 

· use a flexible and timesaving resource 

· respond to different stages in their writing 

Health and Safety

See School Policy on School Visits or Off-Site Visits.

Schemes of Work

The scheme of work aims to cover most of the units set out in the National Curriculum, and Pembridge Hall uses the QCA to aid planning.

Appendix A History Scheme of Work
Each unit comes with aims and objectives and a suggested plan of lessons.  The aims and objectives will be covered, although lesson plans may alter depending on the year group and the knowledge and interests of the class and teacher.  Coverage of the topics at Key Stage 2 will be more extensive than the unit guidelines.

The overall scheme of work in the upper school aims to follow the units, where possible, in chronological order.

A block system of teaching is followed in the lower school, whereby topics are taught intensely during a period of 3/4 weeks.  

	Year group
	1.1
	1.2
	2.1
	2.2
	3.1
	3.2

	Kindergarten


	People who help us 
	A range of other related activities that are based on first hand experience that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, prediction, critical thinking, decision making and discussion 

	Year 1 


	Unit 1

How are our toys different from those in the past?
	
	Unit 2

What were homes like a long time ago?
	
	Unit 3

What were seaside holidays like in the past?
	

	Year 2


	Unit 17

What are we remembering on Remembrance Day?


	
	Unit 4

How do we remember Florence Nightingale?


	
	Unit 5

How do we know about the Great Fire of London?
	

	Year 3
	Unit 10

Ancient Egypt
	
	
	Unit 6A

The Romans
	
	

	Year 4


	Unit 6B/C

The Anglo-Saxons or Vikings
	
	
	Unit 9

World War II
	
	

	Year 5


	Unit 16

The Aztecs
	
	
	Units 7,8 &19

The Tudors 

	
	

	Year 6


	Unit 11

The Victorians
	
	
	
	Units 14 & 15

The Ancient Greeks
	


Also available for those who would like to do an extra topic are the following:

Unit 13 How has life in Britain changed since 1948?

Unit 18 What was it like to live here in the past?

Unit 20 What can we learn about recent history from studying the life of a famous                       
              person?
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