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Philosophy

The ear and the voice are the human faculties most necessary for communication and throughout our lives, their development is essential to the quality of our intellectual, physical and spiritual growth. Music is a potent and unique form of communication and is a fundamental part of our culture, past and present.

The teaching of music develops core skills such as the ability to listen, creativity and self-discipline. Through a wide range of music – making activities, children learn to work effectively together and to respect and value the work of others.

Subject Aims

The aim of music education is to develop the children’s sensitivity to and understanding of music through a comprehensive program of activities covering the four core aspects of performing, composing, listening and appraising.

Music teaching at Pembridge Hall aims to:

· Develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of a wide range of music

· Encourage pupils’ discrimination and judgement on musical quality

· Develop and extend the skills necessary to enable pupils to participate in a wide range of musical activities

· Develop pupils’ social awareness when making music together

Objectives

The music curriculum at Pembridge Hall is formulated to encourage and develop musical skills for every pupil ensuring a sound basis of practical and theoretical skills while making music an enjoyable and fulfilling experience. The objectives of the music curriculum are as follows:

· To explore and understand sound as a natural phenomena and to experiment by using the voice and body in a variety of ways

· To have an awareness of the range and nature of musical sounds

· To sing songs in a wide variety of styles; to develop the confidence to sing with accuracy and quality; to sing accompanied, unaccompanied, in rounds and in parts and individually

· To play music in ensembles, in unison and individually and to accompany effectively using a wide range of tuned and untuned classroom instruments

· To create, improvise and develop musical compositions from a variety of stimuli

· To listen to a wide variety of musical styles and traditions from western and from other cultures and from the past and present

· To learn to discuss and evaluate what they have listened to

· To develop music literacy and to use correct terminology during discussions

· To learn to notate compositions in traditional and graphic score

Peripatetic Instrumental Tuition
Individual instrumental tuition is available to pupils from Year 2 upwards on the following instruments: Piano, Violin, Cello, Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute, and Guitar. There are also a small number of places available for Voice. Group Recorder tuition is available from Year 3 upwards; all girls in Year 2 learn the Recorder as part of the Music Curriculum.

Lessons are a half hour in length and are organised on a rotational basis throughout the school day. The exception to this is Year 6. During the Autumn Term and the first half of the Spring Term, individual instrumental lessons in Year 6 are timetabled at times that do not coincide with academic subject lessons. From the second half of the Spring Term onwards, Years 6 instrumental lessons rotate throughout the school day along with the rest.
When the appropriate standard has been reached, pupils are entered for Grade examinations (Associated Board and TrinityGuildhall) following consultation between instrumental teachers and parents. Exams are taken at the end of each term.
Extra Curricular Activities and Opportunities to Perform
Pembridge Hall School offers a wide range of extra-curricular music activities. There are 3 choirs; Junior Choir for Years 2 -3, Senior Choir for Years 4 -6 and Chamber Choir for Years 5 -6. Chamber Choir places are limited to 20 and are gained through audition at the beginning of the Autumn Term. Junior and Senior Choirs are open to all girls in the appropriate Year group. 

There is a school orchestra open to girls in Years 4 – 6 and a Junior String Group for Years 2 -3.  Orchestra is open to girls from Grade 2 standard and Junior Strings is open to elementary level players. There are also brass, flute and recorder ensembles. All choirs, the orchestra and the ensemble groups meet weekly.
The school places a high value on performance and all girls are encouraged to take part in concerts and other opportunities to perform during the school year.  Tea concerts for instrumentalists are held for each Year group from Years 2 – 6 during the school year. Each year group also has the opportunity to present a musical play during the school year. The Choirs and Orchestra take part in whole school events such as the Christmas Carol Concert and the Easter Bonnet Parade. 

On a week by week basis, girls are invited to play their instruments before assemblies in both the Lower and Upper Schools.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Assessment of class music is ongoing throughout the year. When appropriate, recordings are made of pupil compositions. Notes and evaluations are kept for every class and individual pupils’ progress is monitored and recorded each term. Formal reports are completed in the Spring and Summer Terms. 
For girls receiving instrumental tuition, practice diaries are kept and notes for practice guidance are made during every lesson. Formal instrumental reports are completed in the Spring and Summer Terms.

Resources

A wide variety of resources for music are kept in school. For peripatetic instrumental lessons, there are two instrumental teaching rooms at No 18, one with a piano and one with a Clavinova. At No 10, there is one instrumental teaching room with a piano and another available with a keyboard. Each music room has a piano and there are pianos in the Halls of both No 10 and No18. There is a school clarinet and clarinova, a school flute and trumpet and a school violin. There are also a number of keyboards and a synthesizer for use during class music-making.
A large selection of tuned and untuned percussion instruments are kept in the two music rooms together with a comprehensive library of music books, scores and recorded music in the form of cassette tapes and CDs. Each of the rooms also has a music centre for playing recorded music. There is specialised equipment available for recording pupil compositions.

Special Educational Needs and Gifted and Talented
Music teaching at Pembridge Hall aims to meet the individual and differing needs of pupils, from those who are exceptionally able to those with learning difficulties. Appropriate differentiation will be made and the delivery of the curriculum will embrace a range of teaching and learning styles. In Music, it is important that all tasks set are wide enough to engage all pupils and enable them to feel a sense of achievement whilst also ensuring that the more able are sufficiently challenged.

Equal Opportunities

All teaching and non-teaching staff at Pembridge Hall are responsible for ensuring that all pupils irrespective of ability, special needs, ethnicity and social circumstances have access to the whole curriculum and the opportunity to make the greatest progress possible in all areas of the curriculum whilst at our school.
