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Introduction

At Pembridge Hall we follow the recommendations of the 1998 School Standard and Framework Act, which states that all schools must provide Religious Education for all its pupils, although parents may choose to withdraw their children. We devote no less than forty five minutes a week of curriculum time in both Lower School and Upper School for Religious Education. This is in addition to time allocated for collective worship.

Religious Education in Pembridge Hall School

Religious Education makes a distinctive contribution to the school curriculum by developing pupils’ knowledge and understanding of religion and the religious beliefs, practices and traditions that have an influence on individuals, communities and cultures. It enables pupils to respond to important questions related to spiritual development and the meaning and purpose of life.

The Aims of Religious Education in Pembridge Hall School

The aim of Religious Education is that: ‘Religious Education will support children and young people in reflecting upon, developing and affirming their own beliefs, values and attitudes, through an exploration of shared human experiences and of the place and significance of religion in the contemporary world.’
Religious Education provides opportunities for children to:

· Develop their knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, practices and lifestyles within       Christianity and other religions in Britain..

· Explore deeper questions about themselves, their relationships and their environment and reflect upon their own values and beliefs in light of their learning about religions.

The two attainment targets incorporated in the Pembridge Hall scheme of work for Religious Education are:

1. Learning about religions

2. Learning from religion.

The first refers to knowledge and understanding of religions. The second makes this knowledge relevant to children and encourages them to think for themselves.

The contribution of RE to pupils’ personal development (spiritual, moral, social and cultural).

At Pembridge Hall, Religious Education plays an important role, together with other curriculum areas, in promoting the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils.

Religious Education has a particular contribution to pupils’ personal development due to both the subject matter and the approach taken to this subject in the school. We actively plan to provide opportunities for development of these aspects in pupils’ work.

Pupils’ spiritual development is encouraged through providing opportunities for pupils to explore religious ideas and questions about living, reflecting on them for themselves.

 They are encouraged to develop morally by considering religious codes of conduct and discussing moral values.

They explore the social aspects of religion, such as religious lifestyles, communities and festivals. We encourage pupils to listen to each other and respect people whose beliefs are different to our own. Cultural development is promoted by an emphasis on Christianity, which has influenced British art, music and literature over the centuries. Our pupils are also encouraged to appreciate the diversity and richness of other cultures by studying some of the principal religions of Great Britain.

The Content of the Religious Education Programme

A detailed scheme of work has been prepared alongside this policy.

 Christianity forms the basis of the RE framework and the Christianity units form at least 50% of the framework. Judaism is selected for study in both Lower School and Upper School. Islam and Hinduism are also taught in Upper School.

 RE is taught through a mixture of themes and religions. (The school takes an annual approach to the key Christian festivals of Christmas and Easter. Harvest is covered annually in Kindergarten and Lower School and bi annually in Upper School. The planned progression of each of these festivals is detailed in separate overviews.)

Kindergarten / Lower School

At the start of the Foundation stage, teachers lay the foundation for RE by following the Early Learning Goals, particularly ‘Personal, social and emotional development’ and ‘Knowledge and understanding of the world’. Over 50% of the units in Kindergarten to Year 2 focus on Christianity and the other religion studied is Judaism.

                                                          Religious Education        Lower School

	R – 
Yr 2
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	R
	Harvest (What is Harvest?)  2 c
	Welcome
(Christianity 2a)
	Christmas (Jesus’ Birthday) 2c 
	Promise and Trust  
Who was Noah?

(QCA Scheme RC)
	Easter (New Life) 2c
	Friendship
(Christianity 3b)

Forgiveness

	Yr 1
	Harvest (Saying Thank you)  2c
	Special Places: the church

(Christianity 2b)


	Christmas (Gifts and Giving)  2c
	Special Books: the Bible 
Stories about special people: Jesus

(Christianity 1b and 1c)
	Easter (Celebration) 2c
	Belonging

(Christianity  3a)
Rules for living

(Christianity   3c)



	Yr 2
	Harvest (Giving and sharing) 2c
	God the Creator
(Christianity + Judaism 1a)
	Christmas (Good News) 2c
	Judaism
Belonging 3 (a)

Special Books: Torah 1 (b)

Stories of special people: Moses/David 1(c)


	Easter (New Beginnings) 2c
	Judaism cont.
Special Places: Synagogue 

2 (b)

Special times: Hannukah  Pesach 2 (c)

Rules For Living 3(c)


Upper School

In Upper School, Christianity continues to be studied for at least 50% of the time. In addition we study Hinduism, Islam and Judaism.

We use a combination of a thematic and systematic approach to the study of religions. 

Religious Education              Upper School

	Yr 3- Yr 6
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Yr 3
	Harvest 2(c) (What a harvest!)
	 The Bible
What is the Bible and why is it important to Christians?

(Christianity 1b)


	Christmas 2(c) (Light )
	Who is Jesus and why is he important?

Stories from the life and teachings of Jesus and what they tell us about who he is.
(Christianity 1c)
	Easter 2(c) What we learn about Jesus 
	Commitment
How and why do Christians follow Jesus today?
(Christianity 3b)

Religion in the home and family

(Christianity 2a)

	Yr 4
	God and Creation
What do Christians believe about God? 
(Christianity 1a)

Caring for the natural world.

(Christianity 3d)  
	Christmas 2 (c) (Christmas Journeys)
	Hinduism
Worship at home and in the Family  1(a), 2(a)

The story of Rama & Sita  1(b)
	Easter 2 (c) (Failure/
Forgiveness)
	Hinduism
How and why do Hindus celebrate Divali? 2 (c)
Worship I the Mandir  2 (b)
Commitment  3 (b)
Pilgrimage 2 (e)

	Yr 5
	Harvest  2(c) (Multi-cultural food)
	Prayer
How and why do people pray?

(Christianity & Islam 2d)


	Christmas 2 (c) (Peace / Tudor Christmas)
	Islam
The importance of the Qur’an  

 1 (a),  (b)

The life of Muhammad and his importance to Muslims  1 (c)
Islam in the home and family  2 (a)
Worship and Beliefs  2 (b) , 3 (c)
	Easter: 2(c) Service to Others
	The Church and Worship
Where, how and why do Christians worship?(Christianity 2b)

Rules for Living

How do people’s beliefs influence how they live?
(Christianity 3c)

	Yr 6
	Rites of Passage
(Christianity and Judaism 3 a)

Jewish Beliefs about God

(Judaism 1 a)

Founders and Leaders

(Judaism 1 c)
	Christmas 2 (c) (Incarnation)
	How and why is the Torah important to Jews? 

( Judaism 1b)
How do Jews put their beliefs into practice? 

 ( Judaism   2 a)

Significance of prayer and worship for Jews   (Judaism 2b)
	Easter 2 (c) (Humility/
Service)
	Commitment
(3b Christianity & Judaism)

Pilgrimage

(2 e Christianity, Judaism and Islam)


Methodology

We aim to use a variety of active teaching and learning strategies in RE, For the very young, this will be achieved by respecting their natural ways of learning through sense experience, exploration, conversation and play. Older children will investigate, discuss, evaluate and explore through a variety of learning strategies such as drama, role play, freeze frame, interpretation of posters, pictures and artefacts, use of ICT (RE websites, interactive and other programmes), video, display and participation in visits and talking with visitors. Cross curricular work is encouraged. 

Assessment

The assessment of a child’s spiritual and moral development is a complex task and there are no exams or formal tests in R. E. However, there are learning outcomes in each unit of the RE scheme, connected to ‘learning about religions’ and ‘learning from religions’, in which children might demonstrate what they have learnt. The work children do serves as a record for classes working on each unit. Detailed records are not made for each child in relation to these outcomes. 

We value and plan activities designed to engage pupils in reflection of their own beliefs and values but do not attempt to assess such aspects of pupils’ learning.

Equal Opportunities for All

We value the opinions, beliefs and practices of all and handle with sensitivity minority groups and/or opinions. We help children to recognise that not all members of a particular religion will believe and practice the same things by using the phrase ‘some Christians/Muslims/Jews/Hindus etc…’. We try to use resources reflecting a range of cultures and traditions. 

Whole school policy on special educational needs applies to RE. Appropriate differentiation will be made to meet pupils’ needs and the delivery of the R. E. curriculum will embrace a range of teaching and learning styles to compliment this. 
Any child falling into the category of ‘gifted and able’ needs a variety of challenging questioning strategies which will enable them to develop a greater depth of understanding as they explore religious phenomena and questions. They need encouragement to focus on the impact and reality of religion on the local and global community; discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others; consider a range of human experiences and feelings; reflecting on their own and others' insights into life and its origin, purpose and meaning.
They must have access to extension work within the subject, including ICT resources. Teachers should be alert to the fact that some children have special and deep experience of religion through family practice. All pupils’ beliefs and values, religious or otherwise, are affirmed and valued.

Withdrawal from Religious Education

We hope that all teachers will want to teach RE to their classes, recognizing it as an educational pursuit. 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of RE but we would encourage them to discuss this with the Head Mistress before making a final decision.

                                                                                                                         February 2008
