Swine influenza A (H1N1) variant - a policy statement
If the situation were to worsen, the school intends to:

· Inform parents promptly of the situation and the schools’ response;
· Update that response regularly in line with the emerging situation;
· Use email, internet (www.pembridgehall.co.uk) and other appropriate means to inform parents, so that advice is prompt and easily accessible;
· Act strictly on the generic advice given to the national population by Chief Medical Officer and appropriate government agencies, such as the Health Protection Agency;

· Act strictly on the specific advice to schools given by the Medical Officers in Schools Association (MOSA).

If a pandemic was to occur

· Children who arrive in school ill will be sent to the office until parents arrange their pick up

· Staff will not be allowed to come to school if they are ill

· Closure of the school would only come as a directive from Head Office

Useful information

Useful sources of further information can be found at the following websites:

Department of Health- www.dh.gov.uk, and then putting “avian flu” into the “search this site” box;

Health Protection Agency – www.hpa.org.uk and following the appropriate links

MOSA – www.mosa.org.uk via Schools Section – Medical News

DEFRA – www.defra.gov.uk and following the appropriate links.

