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Vision 

 

Pembridge Hall places our girls at the heart of everything. By combining traditional values with 

an innovative education, girls are prepared for life in an ever-evolving world through an 

ambitious and aspirational prep school experience. Placing emphasis on each girl as an 

individual, we recognise that happiness, a love of learning and emotional well-being are intrinsic 

to academic performance. Pembridge Hall girls are nurtured, challenged and empowered to 

succeed.  

  

Aims & Values 

 

At Pembridge Hall we aim for all Pembridge girls to:  

 

BE INDIVIDUAL - Pembridge girls are encouraged to strive to achieve their personal best whilst 

developing their unique character. They are seen as individuals and their interests and talents 

are nurtured. The girls are encouraged to be articulate and confident, whilst understanding the 

importance of humility.  

  

BE KIND - Pembridge girls develop the skills to work collaboratively with one another, using 

their emotional intelligence and a toolkit of strategies to support both themselves and 

others.  The girls are encouraged to develop a sense of self-understanding and empathy for 

others.  

  

BE CURIOUS - Pembridge girls are stimulated to be intellectually curious, ask questions, and 

develop a love of learning. They are given a breadth of experience and are encouraged to aim 

high in all they do.   

  

BE ASPIRATIONAL - Pembridge girls are taught to understand the importance of making 

mistakes and are encouraged to step out of their comfort zone in their learning.   A progressive 

curriculum embeds a culture of striving for excellence and families are supported to be 

aspirational in their senior school choices.  

  

BE RESILIENT - girls are given numerous opportunities to reflect on their learning and develop 

strategies to manage their wellbeing.   Girls develop a growth mindset, enjoy challenge and take 

risks.  

  

BE RESPONSIBLE - Pembridge girls gain an appreciation of wider society and the diversity of 

nationalities, faiths, beliefs and languages represented by Pembridge Hall families. Girls develop 

a sense of responsibility to help others, through charitable work and community outreach.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Policy Statement 

 

Pembridge Hall is a mixed ability school and therefore we do not assess girls on entry to the 

school at the age of four – Reception being the main point of entry.  

 

Even though Pembridge Hall is an Anglican school, it welcomes girls of all faiths (or none), 

cultures, races, nationalities and family backgrounds. Pembridge Hall is fully committed to equal 

treatment of all prospective parents and their daughters. 

 

We are firmly committed to inclusivity and to giving every child the best possible start in life. 

Irrespective of their special educational needs or disability (SEND), we consider all children for 

admission to the school who have the ability and aptitude to access an academic curriculum. 

Pupils whose SEND are suited to the curriculum are welcome provided that we have the 

appropriate resources and facilities to provide them with the support that they require.  

 

Before the deposit is paid for a Reception starter (or before the point of assessment for a starter 

after Reception. 

 Parents must disclose to the school any known or suspected circumstances relating to 

their child’s health, development, allergies, disabilities and learning difficulties. The 

school reserves the right to subsequently withdraw any place offered based on 

incomplete disclosure of known or suspected SEND circumstances. 

 Based on such disclosure, the school will confirm whether or not it is able to fully meet 

the needs of the child. 

 Where a child’s SEND is identified, or develops, after the child has started at the school, 

we will endeavour to continue to support the child as long as: 

 

a) we have the appropriate resources and facilities to provide them with the 

support they require, and,  

b) we believe it is in the best interest of the child and of the school 

community to remain at the school 

 

Where, in our judgement, either of these conditions no longer apply, we reserve the right to 

withdraw a place at the school. In such circumstances, we will do what we reasonably can to 

support parents in finding alternative schooling for their daughter. 

Parents have the right to appeal against an unsuccessful application using the school’s 

Complaints Procedure. 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) applicants are subject to the same admissions 

procedures as other applicants, as appropriate to the chronological age of the applicant at the 

time of applying to Pembridge Hall School. Where an assessment is required for an occasional 

place, EAL specific issues that undermine performance will be taken into consideration during 

the course of marking. However, such EAL needs must be declared on the application form or 

via the applicant’s current school, in advance. Access Arrangements, such as allowing the use of 

a bi-lingual dictionary, are also made where applicable and as requested by parents upon 



 
application to the school. This policy supports the school in meeting its duties under the Equality 

Act 2010. 

 

Procedure for Registering a Pupil and Places Being Offered  

 

The admission procedure at Pembridge Hall is non-selective for entry into Reception. Parents 

must complete a registration form and return this together with the registration fee. Registration 

is strongly advised within a week of a daughter’s birth as demand for places is high; we do not 

register babies before they are born. Registration fees are non-refundable. 

 

Registrations are reviewed monthly, in the middle of the month, for the month just completed. 

All registrations are given equal weight irrespective of when a girl is born within the month. In 

order to achieve this, the month being reviewed is split into thirds and an equal number of 

registered parents per third are randomly offered a place for their daughter. 

 

Parent Tour of the School and Meeting the Head 

 

Normally in the year before a girl is due to start in Reception, parents of girls who are registered 

at Pembridge Hall (definite and waiting list) are invited to an open morning, which includes a 

tour of the school. A subsequent meeting with the Head is then offered. This is both a chance 

for parents to become familiar with the school and to ask the Head any questions which they 

may have. Equally, the Head will use this opportunity to ensure that the school’s ethos matches 

the parents’ approach to their daughter’s education as Pembridge Hall places great value on 

having constructive relationships with the parents.  

 

Securing a Place  

 

In June of the calendar year preceding entry (18 months before the start date), and after parents 

have had the opportunity to attend an Open Morning and to meet the Head, they are asked to 

pay a deposit, equivalent to half a term’s fees. Parents who do not pay the deposit by the 

deadline forfeit the place for their daughter. The deposit is non-refundable if the place is not 

taken up. 

 

In February of the calendar year in which their daughter is due to start, the first term’s fees are 

requested. In order to secure the place for their daughter, parents are required to pay the first 

term’s fees by the deadline. Once the first term’s fees have been paid, if the place is not taken 

up, the first term’s fees are forfeited, minus the value of the deposit. 

 

 

Waiting List Places 

 

Fifteen months before entry, the successful candidates will be asked to confirm their place by 

paying a deposit. In the event that a place is turned down, offers will be made to those on the 

waiting list until the year group is full and all deposits have been received.  

 



 
In the February of the calendar year of entry, parents who have paid deposits to confirm 

acceptance of places will be asked to pay the first term’s fees in advance. At this stage places 

may once again become available and will be offered to those on the waiting list.  

 

Siblings 

 

If parents already have a daughter at the school, a younger sibling will be offered a priority 

place. This place is conditional on registering the younger child early, since the school is heavily 

over-subscribed. 

 

Mid-School Entry 

 

Occasional places may become available within the school other than the usual joining point of 

September entry into Reception. Girls who were on the waiting list for Reception will be carried 

forward to the next year if their parents request it and new registrations are accepted for 

occasional places.  

 

Where an occasional place becomes available, parents with a daughter wishing to start at 

Pembridge Hall will be seen by the Head and the latest reports will be requested. 

 

Admission into Year 1 is contingent upon a visit. The prospective pupil will join her year group 

and participate in activities whilst parents meet with the Head and tour the school. 

 

Entry into Year 2 and above at this stage is subject to assessment in English and Maths. The 

prospective pupil will be invited to spend half a day in school, spending some time with a class 

in her current year group. This is to allow her to become familiar with the school environment 

as well as to demonstrate how she interacts with her peer group and teachers. The assessment 

takes place to ensure that she would be able to manage the pace and rigour of the curriculum 

and to identify any potential gaps in her knowledge and skills. It is not a test for aptitude. 

 

Parents will be notified of the result of the assessment as soon as possible. A place may not be 

offered if the Head deems that the gaps in learning are too broad to allow the child to flourish 

at Pembridge Hall. If a place is offered, the parents will be asked to pay a deposit to confirm 

their intention to accept it. The fee for the first term will be due a term in advance of starting.  


